GeoConnections to Host Calgary Workshop and Showcase 

A Canadian Geospatial Data Infrastructure workshop and showcase will be held Wednesday, October 15, 2003 from 08:30 to 17:00 at the University of Calgary. This event is sponsored by GeoConnections and hosted by the University’s Department of Geomatics Engineering: 

University of Calgary
2500 University Drive NW
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2N 1N4

MacEwan Student Centre
Cassio A & B – rooms 228 & 230
GeoConnections (http://www.geoconnections.org/) is a national partnership initiative to provide Canadians with access to geospatial data, tools and associated services over the Internet by fostering the development of the Canadian Geospatial Data Infrastructure (CGDI). GeoConnections brings together stakeholders from federal, provincial and territorial governments, industry, consortia, academia and geomatics associations. It encompasses a suite of programs dealing with geospatial standards, innovative technology development, policy and partnerships --all designed to improve the access to geospatial information. Benefits of contributing to and using the CGDI include data sharing, interoperability and access to common tools. 

You are warmly invited to participate in this free event, which precedes the 96th Annual Conference of the Canadian Institute of Geomatics < http://www.cig2003.org/>. The workshop and showcase will be of interest to implementers and managers from federal, provincial and territorial governments, industry, academia and geomatics associations. 

In the morning, there will be a series of presentations by government and industry representatives to highlight how they are contributing to and using the CGDI, and in the afternoon, there will be presentations by regional communities, concluding with a discussion panel. To showcase CGDI-enabled tools and services in action, demonstrations will be offered by a range of participants over an extended lunch hour. A draft agenda is available on the GeoConnections web site.

Participants will learn about :

· the CGDI vision and technical architecture; 

· the CGDI-compatible tools, applications and associated services that could allow them to more easily access and share data; 

· the contribution of key partners to the CGDI and the benefits they derive; and 

· the opportunities for future collaboration.

To register for this free event, please send an e-mail to Lyne Michaud <mailto: lyne.michaud@ccrs.nrcan.gc.ca> by October 3, 2003, indicating your intention to participate and your language preference (English/French). 

We also invite you to pass this invitation along to other interested parties who may benefit from attending this event. 

